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EFFeCTIVE DATE: 03/14/2022

Oligoclonal Banding Test Update (OLIGO)

On the effective date March 14, 2022 Northwell Health Laboratories will adopt the
2017 McDonald diagnostic criteria for reporting oligoclonal bands in CSF for
multiple sclerosis. The 2017 revisions of the McDonald diagnostic criteria for
multiple sclerosis include the presence of 2 or more unigue CSF oligoclonal bands
(1). The presence of 2 or more CSF specific oligoclonal bands will now be

reported as present.

Reporting

New Criteria

Previous Criteria

Oligoclonal Bands Present

2 or more unique CSF specific
oligoclonal bands

4 or more CSF specific
oligoclonal bands

Oligoclonal Bands Absent 1 or less 3or less
Computer Interface Code PDM #5300847
Test Order OLIGO

If you have any questions, please contact Client Services at (516) 719-1100.
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