TECHNICAL BULLETIN

CINEW TEST XITEST CHANGE
NOTIFICATION DATE: 06/30/2023
EFFecTIVE DATE: 07/05/2023

Blood Culture Identification Assay (BCID) Update

On the effective date, Northwell Health will update the testing algorithm for rapid blood culture
identification to the following:

All positive blood cultures will have a molecular assay (BCID) performed directly from the bottle,
which will detect the organisms in Figure 1.

If the molecular assay (BCID) test is negative, direct identification from the positive blood culture
bottle will be attempted by matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization-time of flight (MALDI-
TOF).

All direct MALDI-TOF identifications will be confirmed by traditional culture methods.

Positive blood culture Gram stain results will continue to be called as critical results and
subsequent BCID will be reported within 3 hours. Direct MALDI-TOF identification will follow

BCID results as applicable.
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If you have any questions, please contact Client Services at (800) 472-5757.
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