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The Specimen Navigator is a dedicated section in Epic where surgical and perioperative staff can document, 
track, and manage all intraoperative specimens. It allows users to enter detailed information about each 
specimen—such as type, source, laterality, and required tests—and ensures that labels and requisitions are 
printed accurately. The navigator helps maintain proper chain of custody, supports timely lab processing, and 
reduces specimen handling errors by keeping all documentation in one place. 

 

Open Specimen section 

   

 

Specimen Navigator 
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Click on ‘Add Specimen’ and enter the specimen source or select it from a provided list. Then click Accept. 

 

 

con  

Note to consider:  

If you search for a source (where you are pulling the specimen from) and nothing comes up, you may use a source 
of “MISC” and describe the specimen details in the description field. 
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After selecting the source, the system will suggest the possible Specimen type and tests associated with 
that specimen. 

For example, the Type could be Tissue, and the Test will be PATH, SURG NOS for Pathology Surgical Not 
otherwise specified 

Enter the Authorizing provider, the name of the Collecting clinician, the collection date /time and add 
a description for your specimen. If the specimen is frozen, you can indicate that and additional fields will 
expand for you to enter more detail. 

Add the provider at your facility that you want to receive a copy of the order results. 

Will this be Frozen? Select Yes/No then Accept. 
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In the scenario that you need to send the same specimen with a different laterality; you can do that by clicking the 

Copy Buton that looks like a paper icon.      
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Click Copy button looks like the two-paper icon  

Now you’ll see the second specimen that has an ID of number 2 you can update the description to include that 
new laterality. 

ate of t 
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The next step is to click Print Label to generate the label. 

If the order requires it, additional questions will now be available in the Order Task Questions section. These are 
applicable to Surgical Pathology related orders. 

 

The answers to these additional questions should come from the surgeon. 
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Fill out the questionnaire then Accept. 

 

Print the requisition: Once you have collected and documented all the specimens for the case, the circulating 
nurse will print the requisition. The requisition has information about the patient and the specimen, including the 
surgeon signature line. Send one copy with the specimens to the lab and keep the surgeon-signed version on the 
paper chart. 

 

This is the sample requisition printout. 



 

8 
 

Epic Tip Sheet 

 

Continuation of the sample requisition printout. 
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Definition of the buttons 

 

Print Label - Generates and prints the specimen label that will be placed on the container. It includes key 

information such as patient name, specimen type, source, and collection date/time.  

  

Print Requisition - Prints the specimen requisition form, which accompanies the specimen to the lab and includes 

detailed order information, including tests requested and clinical context if applicable.  

  

Mark as Sent - This button is used to indicate that the specimen has physically left the procedural area and is on 

its way to the lab.   

  

Important Note: Marking a specimen as “Sent” does not automatically send or transmit the specimen 

electronically. It is a manual status update and should only be used once the specimen is actually in transit to 

the lab to avoid miscommunication or tracking errors.  

 

 

 



 

10 
 

Epic Tip Sheet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Version Control 
Date: Application/Editor: Description of update: Version: 
6/10/2025 Sean Morris New 1.0 
   1.1 
   1.2 
    


