
Tip Sheet 
Optime: Biobanking (NHBR) Specimen Documentation  

 

This guide outlines the ways NHBR (Northwell Health Biospecimen Repository) specimens are collected 

specifically for research purposes.  

 

Overview: 

• Purpose: 
 NHBR (Northwell Health Biospecimen Repository) specimens are collected specifically for research 
purposes. 

 

• Labeling and Documentation  

▫ No System Labels: Unlike routine pathology specimens, NHBR specimens do not generate labels when 

you click ‘Print Label’ in EPIC. 

 
 

▫ Manual Labeling Process:  

OR staff must- 

 

• Apply a patient sticker manually. 

• Handwrite all required information. 

• Print and manage the requisition separately for research. 

Specimen Collection Process: 

        -Routine Diagnostic First: 

▫ NHBR does not collect at the initial stage. 

▫ Post-Gross Examination: 

-The specimen is the first processed for routine diagnostics. Only after the gross examination 

will NHBR determine if a section from the clinical case can be collected for research purposes 
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What you will see: 

-Storyboard Banner 

▫ A purple banner stating: “Research Participant – Biobank” will be shown. 

▫ This signifies that the patient is currently participating in a biobank research study. 
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Entering the NHBR in the specimen Navigator  

• In the Specimen section, search/type NHBR Specimen and click  

 

After clicking add. Continue to document the Source by selecting on the pre-populated selections 
available for sources. The Type is Tissue 

If you need to update any specimen details like source or type, click the magnifying glass icon in the field and 
select the appropriate Source or Type. Then Accept. 
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Scenario 1: Single Specimen, Two Tests (One Jar)  

• When to Use: When only one tissue sample is collected, both clinical Pathology and NHBR research 
processing are required from the same specimen. 

• Ordering Steps: 
▫ Place a single order for the specimen but select both Path Surg and NHBR as tests (NHBR is not a true 

test, but a flag for research subdivision). 
▫ The specimen will be placed in one jar. 
▫ Only one printed label will print for the pathology order; NHBR will be indicated on the requisition paper 

for the lab to subdivide the tissue for research. 
▫ The lab will use the requisition to know how to split the sample for NHBR. 

 

NHBR does NOT collect first. The specimen comes in for routine diagnostics. Upon gross examination, ONLY 
THEN would NHBR determine if a section from the clinical case can be collected for research. 
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Scenario 2: Two Separate Specimens (Two Jars) 

• When to Use: When the surgeon or proceduralist collects two distinct tissue samples—one for clinical 
Pathology (Path Surg) and one for research (NHBR). 

• Ordering Steps- 

• Ordering Steps: 
▫ Place a separate order for each specimen: one order for Pathology (Path Surg) and a separate order for 

NHBR. 
▫ Each specimen will be placed in its own jar. 

i. The first specimen is the Pathology specimen and will receive a label 
ii. The second specimen is the research specimen taken by the surgeon in the OR will 

have a patient label  
▫ The Pathology specimen will receive a printed label; the NHBR specimen will use patient sticker label.  
▫ This ensures clear separation and tracking of clinical and research samples. 

 
NHBR does NOT collect first. The specimen comes in for routine diagnostics. Upon gross examination, ONLY 
THEN, would NHBR determine if a section from the clinical case can be collected for research. 
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Requisition Handling  

 In the Specimen Navigator, you can manage how the NHBR specimen appears on the requisition: 

• Check the box → include the specimen in the same requisition printout as pathology specimens. 
 • Uncheck the box → keep it separate and generate a distinct requisition printout for the biobank specimen. 
 • Both requisitions can then be: 
 • Sent to the lab for processing or tracking 

 • Forwarded to the research team for biobank collection. 

  

The preferred option is to check both boxes and include both specimens (PATH SURG NOS and NHBR 

Specimen) in the same requisition printout as indicated below. 
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Requisition (aka Completion form) sample if combined pathology and NHBR is printed out.  

 

 

 


